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Abstract

An increasing number of people complaining of health disorders, grouped under environmental hyper-
sensitivity (environmental intolerance), has recently been reported predominantly in developed coun-
tries. As a generic term, environmental hypersensitivity groups together diverse symptoms that appear
in multiple organs and induced by various factors such as trace chemicals derived from passive smoking,
building materials, agricultural chemicals, insecticides, fragrances, softening agents or physical factors
such as noise and electromagnetic waves [field] from personal computers, mobile phones and mobile
phone base stations at levels imperceptible to most people. Typical subcategories include sick building
syndrome, multiple chemical sensitivity, and electromagnetic hypersensitivity. Although a close rela-
tionship to allergic diseases has been suggested, scientific explanations for the clinical conditions
induced by environmental hypersensitivity are often lacking. It is essential that government health
services of countries with such patients consider preventive measures against these health disorders by
collecting evidence on the actual conditions of patients, and exchanging and sharing this information.
Over the last 30 years, Hojo et al. have conducted many epidemiological surveys for environmental
hypersensitivity. In this review, based on the results of numerous epidemiological surveys in Japan,

including recently, the future outlook for solving this problem was proposed.

(Jpn J Clin Ecol 27 : 83— 98, 2018)
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