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Field studies on chronic organophosphorus intoxication of
farmers in Kanagawa prefecrure.
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Medical examinations for chronic intoxication of
organophosphorous compound (OP) among farmers were
conducted for 10 years in Kanagawa prefecture. A total of
7435 subjects who had sprayed OP over 10 years were
selected. The primary screening consisted of questionaire for
chronic OP intoxication, and examination of visual acuity and
pseudo-cholinesterase activity in the serum. The secondary
screening for 456 out of 7435 subjects consisted of

ophthalmological examination including electrooculography
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as well as electroretionography, neurological examination,
and blood examination including true chol‘inesterase in the red
cells. Abnormalities were most frequently found in pseudo-
cholinesterase activity and in electroculogram as stair case
pattern. Patients were still detected at a relatively high rate
among farmers engaging in green house agriculture. How ever
patients tended to decrease as a whole for the last 10 years,
presumably corresponding to the decrease of national product
of OP.
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