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The host and environmental factors in HCV infection
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Abstract

Hepatitis C virus infection is one of the most important etiology of chronic liver diseases in Japan. The transmission
of hepatitis C virus is mainly induced by blood transfusion contained hepatitis C virus, however, there are patients
who had no episodes of blood transfusion, indicating there may be another route for transmission. Accidental needle
stick in hospital - house - workers is one of the important factors. The immunological responses in hepatitis C virus
infection differed from that in hepatitis B infection, especially in B cell function manifested by
hypergammaglobulinemia. Environmental factors involving fatigue clearly affect immune system, suggesting that

these factors may be considered for the analysis of immune system in the patients with hepatitis C virus infection.
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