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Abstract

In 1958 Wilensky and Lebeaux proposed the concept of residual and institutional systems in the
context of American social welfare history changing “from residual to institutional”. This
paradigm was develeped by Timuss, Pinker and other researchers in British social policy and
administration. For example, Titmuss used these concepts to manipulate this theory in the social
welfare world. He highly valued the residual model as a represestative of volurtarism. At the
same time he is anxious for the institutional model to become bureaucratic. Pinker discussed the
relationship between these two models, and concluded that the mixture of two ideas was a
realistic condition in the welfare world. And he pointed out that residualism was nearer to
selectivism and institutionalism to universalism. But this connection is sometimes more complex.
Anyway residual models and institutional models are a very useful framework to explain social
welfare and its comparative study.
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