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Abstract

We studied the influence of recombinant human erythropoietin(rHUEPO) therapy on the nutrition
of dialysis patients patients with terminal renal insufficiency. Hemodialysis patients were divided
into two groups depending on their BUN level; those in which the BUN level increased after
rHUEPO administration and those in which it decreased after rHUEPO therapy. There was no
difference in serum creatinine level and the degree of improvement of anemia and in both groups
caloric and protein intake equally increased after rHUEPO therapy. We suspect that the increase
in the BUN level depends on the increase in protein intake and that the decrease depends on
the suppression of protein catabolisms by rHUEPO. There were no differences between HD and
CAPD patients in the degree of anemia and subjective complaints, the change in body weight or
CTR. In the HD patients, the intake of calcium, phosphate and iron increased with the increase in
meal volume. In CAPD patients, an increase in meal volume was not recognized in spite of
increment of appetite after amelioration of anemia by rHuUEPO.
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