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Abstract

The four prayer poems of William Butler Yeats “A Prayer . .. On Going Into My are serious
petitions House . . . For My Daughter . . . For My Son . . .For Old Age” which provide a key to
Yeats' approach to poetry andhis choice of “PerfectiGn of the life, th h the widening symbol of
place through the hallowed or of the work.” He moves roug ' and imaginative patterns of
aristocracy and art, throvgh human paradox to arrive at a blunt passion. The poet’s surprising
choice is in the marrow—bone where prayer and poetry are united.
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