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Abstract

The Diviners by Margaret Laurence aroused a controversy. It was attacked as being
pornographic and blasphemous. Her characters are people from the lower class, so their mode of
speech is necessarily that of the lower class. She portrayed life as she honestly saw it, even the

seamier side of life, when necessary. She did not hesitate to put in sex scenes if the story
demanded them. Morag, the protagonist, is a woman who gets great joy from sexual union and
enjoys sex equally with men. Because such a woman has not often been depicted in literature,
she is very disturbing to readers who are used to reading about women always subordinate to
men. They overlook how matenal Morag is and the truth which Laurence tells about life filled with
pain and misery yet with the possibility of understanding. Morag was created from Laurence’s
own struggle for being a writer and a mother, surviving her divorce. She wrote about women’s
dilemma from the viewpoint of women.
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