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Abstract

Jude the Obscure, which is Thomas Hardy’s last and most difficult novel, is regarded as a
pioneer of twentieth—century literature on sexual revolution. In this essay I will focus on heroine
Sue and analyze her psychological conflict in her sexual ambivalence caused by a tenderness
characteristic of both sexes. And I will consider how Sue, a type of a new woman carving
liberalism and hating Victorian convention and Christianity, is frustrated to return to conventional

society.
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