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Abstract

Human languages, which are double—articulated, enable human beings to produce an almost
unlimited number of morphemes and utterances with a limited number of phonemes and
morphemes. In most reports of ape language research. It is argued that apes can use double—
articulated language—like systems just as human beings use human languages. It is true that apes
produce words or utterances using language—like systems they are learning. The words and the
utterances they produce, however, are limited in number and contents. Thus, the economy of
language that double articulation plays a crucial part in bringing is not found in the apes’
language—like systems. In this paper, it is argued that apes use double—articulated systems
without the benefit of the economy of language.
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