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Abstract

This is the second report about the changing task and professional education of the medical
social worker in Japan. Just as the first report, the official documents were used in a
retrospective investgation. An objective period was chosen from 1965 to 1989. Results : 1 .
Legally and socially professional education required the medical social worker has to be
recognized as university level. 2 . The content of professional education about medicine for the
medical social worker is not agreed upon yet. 3 . The professional business for the medical social
worker is expanded from simple casework to casework, groupwork, community work (community
organization), research, and social work administration. BY the report of the professional task
group (Jn the medical worker (1989) , commitment to the planning of community health medical
welfare system is additionally required for the medical social worker. 4 . After 1974, the medical
social worker achieved the position in the health assurance system in Japan without a certified
qualification. It means that the importance of the medical social worker’'s function in the medical
setting is accepted by hospital administrators.
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