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Abstract

The gesture training process of one global and two Broca aphasic patients was reported, and
factors of acquisition of gesture perfomance were discussed. One global aphasic patient was
suspected to be accompanied with ideational and ideomotor apraxia. Two Broca aphasic patients



were accompanied with ideomotor apraxia. All cases did not have communicative ability of both
speech and gesture before training. The task required describing action or object pictures by
gesture. Such task was undertaken for each patient for several months. The global aphasic
patient showed only limited improvement reaching plateau state immediately and could not
acquire pragmatic gesture ability. Contrarily two Broca aphasic patients showed improvement
continuously and acquired pragmatic gesture ability. It was suggested that gesture training can
be effective when gesture disturbance results from only ideomotor apraxia, and the ability of
verbal recognition and performance IQ is kept on a certain level.
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