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Abstract

In A Bird in the House, which consists of eight short stories originally published separately,
Margaret Laurence shows us how the depression, war and racial discrimination affect people’s
lives. She also shows us how artistic vision is developed. Young Vanessa, who is exposed to
people’s suffering and pain too early for her age, stops writing about romantic fantasy. Her theme
will be the pain and love involved in people’s real lives. This work is also a kind of revaluation of
her maternal grandfather whotn she hated and feared in her childhood.
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