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Ethanol Detected in Corpses
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Abstract

In the medico—legal investigation of dead victims with criminal or accidental causes, it is very
important to determine whether they were under the influence of ethanol or not at the time of
injury. There are, however, various factors before and after death that affect ethanol
concentration. Therefore, it is not easy to judge the antemortem status of drinking. This study
was undertaken to consider the ethanol concentrations of various body specimens in our
autopsy cases, based on the results of our past studies. In 102 cases out of 237 autopsied
corpses, ethanol was detected in their blood and other specimens. It was thought in 60 cases
that the ethanol originated from ethanol drinking. In 31 cases, it was thought that the ethanol

formed postmortemly, and the highest ethanol concentration was 1.750/00. Such cases may be

misjudged as those of drunken men. The ethanol concentrations of 11 cases were thought to be
the addition of drunked ethanol and postmortemly formed ethanol. Next, the ethanol
concentrations of various body specimens of 6 cases were discussed, respectively.



ERADEEFHIREIZBOLDTERENERICESAL TLENE SN ZHBLITIBHTEE
THALMLEDLS ZILA—ILEEIZEETIERMBIUVREDERIS < HH0 T HEXH
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