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Abstract

We investigated the conditions for gesture acquisition of global aphasic patients from the result
of gesture training for four global aphasic patients. The cases were four global aphasic patients
from 47 years old to 71 years old. All cases were suspected to be accompanied by ideational and
ideomotor apraxia and had nonverbal intelligence disorder. The training procedure took two
steps. The 1st step was for formation of pointing ability. The 2nd step was for formation of
gesture ability. Two patients acquired 50% of gestures presented as task, but could not use
gestures pragmatically. The other two patients stayed at the 1st step long term and could not
acquire gestural ability or could not acquire gestural ability in spite of gesture training. The
performance IQ of two patients who acquired gestures was about 90% at the time of training
start or training end. Such ability was considered to be required for gesture acquisition. For
acquisition of pragmatic gesture ability, it was considered to be important to have better verbal
comprehension ability with the preceding conditions.
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