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Abstract

This study investigated the process by which children with hearing impairment pronounce
phonemes correctly, by means of a test of one hundred and forty—two children in schools for the
deaf, from primary—schoolclasses to high—schoolclasses. The children with hearing impairment
pronounced one hundred Japanese phonemes at random. The phonemes were recorded by
magnetic tape, and three normal hearing adults evaluated the intelligibility. Major findings were
as follows : 1. The acquisition of phoneme pronunciation by children with hearing impairment
continues after school age. 2. Voiced sounds are acquired earlier than voiceless sounds. 3. When
the movement of articulation is caught by the visual and by the tactile, the phoneme is acquired
earlier. 4. The acquisition of one phoneme prompts one to acquire another phoneme which has
the same place of articulation.
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