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Abstract

A method for the preparation of polysaccharide from a strain of Candida albicans has been
described. Yeast type cells were treated with 10% KOH and crude glycoprotein, which was
purified by a series of enzyme digestion, was extracted. Lectin—binding examination of the
partially purified polysaccharide of Candida albicans (CaPS) indicated that a major constituent
sugar was mannose. A small amount of N—acetyl-glucosamine was also found and its biological
role was discussed. CaPS produced inflammation in mice ears when injected intraperitoneally at
their tails, Degree of inflammation was determined quantitatively by measuring the thickness of
the ears. Microscopical observation of the ear tissue showed a remarkable increase of
polymorphonuclear leucocytes both in the vascular tract and in the extravascular space.
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