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Abstract

Thomas Hardy wrote about a thousand poems over a period of thirty years. The thernes of his
poetry are full of variety, but no other poet has written as many poems on life and death,
graveyards and ghosts as Hardy. Hardy, influenced in his youth by Darwin’s The Origin of

Species, could not sing of 'resurrection’ or 'the immortality of the soul’ after death, even in his

elegies for the dead. However, he was eager in his search for immortality because he could not

endure the thought that the dead are obliterated and forgotten. Therefore, he tried to keep the
dead immortal by means of his own devices : for instance, in the law of 'the cycle of life’ ; in the
memories of the living ; in the plants of nature ; in the stars of the universe. Swinging between
deep pessimism and infinite hope for immortality, he continued to compose many poems on life
and death. By and by, Hardy freed himself from the paradox of life and death. For Hardy, death is
finally seen as the beginning of a new life, which may be called immortality.
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