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Abstract

It is not very well known that computers can assist the communication abilities of people with
disablities. Due to the technological advancement of personal computers and Japanese Word
Processors, it has become easy to prepare electronic documents, and Optical-Character—
Recognition machines can read books and other printed materials and transform them into
electronic documents. Even people with severe physical disabilities can thus read and prepare
documents, if they can operate computers using some parts of their bodies with their own wills.
Blind and visually handicapped people can also read electronic documents by using speech
synthesizers and/or tactile devices. Since electronic documents can easily be sent through a
telephone network, hearing—impaired people can also get access to a telephone system.’ Thus,
computers can reduce documentation— and communication—barriers which are interfering in the
social participation of handicapped people.
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