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Abstract

“The Chosen” is a somewhat grotesque and fantastic narrative poem in which the hero has
been caught in a kind of spell by his idealization for women. Though he looks like a Don Juan,
he has sought to find only an ideal in many women. After having been involved with five women,

one after another, he finally finds “A woman for whom great gods might strive”, but she is

nothing but his realization of woman. In this essay, I intend to read this poem as an allegory and
infer the sixth woman, whose face changes into those of the five women, is not actual but a
phantom; that is, she is a ghostly blend of five women. This poem suggests an ideal woman may
be created by being blended from five women, but that it is impossible to find such an ideal
woman in this world.
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