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Abstract

One purpose of early childhood integration is to strengthen social development without
distinguishing between those children who are “developmentally” disabled and those who are
not. It has been indicated that verbal communication has an important role in the social
developmental process. In the study, two developmentally—disabled infants with different
speech problems were studied for six months. The influence of children with standard speech
development on the “developmentally disabled” subjects’ social development was studied. As
a result, subject A, whose speech development was mildly delayed, advanced in both speech and
social development. Subject B, however, showed no advancement. The stated theory is that a
“developmentally disabled” child s social and verbal development will improve when the child is
integrated with those children whose social and verbal skills develop at an age—appropriate level
Therefore, the positive result of subject A proves this theory. However, subject A was
somewhat isolated from other infants because of his slaver. The negative results from subject B
are a result of his autistic behavior, lL.e., indifference to other infants, echolalia, perseveration. So



it appears that the health impression and the specific “developmental disability”, L.e. Downs
Syndrone, autism, etc., are important factors in the social developmental process.
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