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Abstract

In order to examine the cause of regional differences in colon cancer mortality among
Japanese, analyses by prefecture of the relationships between both male and female SMR
(Standardized Mortality Ratio) of colon cancer in 1980 and 1985 and dietary factors (per capita
food consumption of forty—two foods and beverages plus tobacco as an additional factor) in
1969, 1974 and 1979 for forty—seven prefectures were computed using Pearson’s equation. The
correlation coefficients were positively significant between the SMR in 1980 and eighteen items
(expenses of food, bread, expenses of fish, meat and vegetables, etc., fresh fish, meat, pork, ham,
sausages, fresh vegetables, processed food, salt, soybean paste, expenses of cakes, fruits and
beverages, cakes and candies, non—alcoholic beverages, alcoholic beverages, whisky, expenses of
food away from home) in both 1969 and 1974, and between the SMR in 1985 and twenty—one
items(expenses of food, cereals, rice, bread, expenses of fish, meat and vegetables, etc., fresh
fish, ham, sausages, fresh vegetables, other dried vegetables and seaweed, processed food,
devil’'s tongue jelly products, salt, soybean paste, expenses of cakes, fruits, and beverages, cakes
and candies, 'alcoholic beverages, sake, whisky, coffee and expenses of food away from home) in
both 1974 and 1979. The correlation coefficients were negatively significant between the SMR



in 1980 and five items (barley and other cereals, green tea, beef, chicken and eggs) in both 1969
and 1974, and between the SMR in 1985 and five items (fermented lactic drinks, beef, daily
products and eggs, eggs and green tea) in both 1974 and 1979.
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