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Abstract

In the mid—to—late Victorian age, “sexuality”, as one of primary factors disturbing public orders,
was under a taboo by Evangelical Victorian morality. Therefore, the contemporary writers were
forced by public oppression in general not to tell sexuality directly and freely. However, it is not
easy to write love stories without sexual love in the literature. Consequently, the writers with a
new spirit of times and quick senses described sexual problems euphemistically, making full use

of various ideas and resources. In this essay I would like to focus on Thomas Hardy, one of
the” representative Victorian writers, who regarded sexual desire as a natural instinct that plays
a central role in human life and who protested against the Victorian feudalism of sexuality, and

pick up some examples of sexual expressions full of metaphors, symbols and allusions produced

by his poetic imagination.
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