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Abstract

The concept of illness works as a normative guide which introduces us to the cure and care of
the sick. But illness is not a substance as individual things are. The substantials are the reality of
individual persons. Values and norms appear as real, not because of their own reality but
because of the reality of things in which we conceive them. An evaluative or normative principle
guiding us on how to conduct or evaluate things cannot absolutely exclude a paradigm case of
things (at least, a model case) which provides us a reality of values and norms. The ethical
issues as 'brain death’ or the care of terminally ill persons can be paradigm cases, which force us
to face a novel norm of our daily life.
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