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Abstract

Early childhood mainstreaming has been a topic of intense interest. Today, integrated education
is available not only to those children who are moderately handicapped, but also to those who
are severely handicapped. In Okayama City, this mainstreaming is now being introduced at the
nursery school level. How handicapped children grow and develop with their peers is the main
concern. We observed and video—recorded the social behavior of handicapped children in a free
play situation. Twenty one handicapped children were recorded on three separate occasions,
with 4—-month intervals : July and November 1992 and March 1993. Changes in the social
behavior of the handicapped children were checked every 15 seconds. They were divided into
one of 4—categories of isolated behavior, including unoccupied and solitary behavior ; onlooker
behavior ; parallel play ; and associative and cooperative play. Isolated behavior was observed
mostly in mentally retarded children. Being in nursery school, they had the opportunity to



contact and associate with nonhandicapped children. But it was the teacher who made the
handicapped children associate with other children. Verbal communication and physical contact
initiated by the teachers were great factors leading to these changes. Isolated behavior was
compared between moderately and severely handicapped 4—year olds and 5—year olds. The
incidents of isolated behavior among the severely handicapped children did not decrease, but
among the moderately impaired children a marked decrease in isolated behavior was observed.
Therefore, it is the degree of impairment, not the age, that is the determining facter.
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