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Abstract

In order to examine the cause of regional differences in stomach cahcer mortality arnong
Japanese, analyses by prefecture of the relationships between both sexes’ SMR (Standardized
Mortality Ratio) of stomach cancer in three periods, 1980, 1985 and 1990, and dietary factors
(per capita monthly food consumption of forty—four foods and b,everages plus tobacco as an
additional factor) in the six, eleven and sixteen years before each period of the SMR for forty—
seven prefectures were cornputed using Pearson’s equation. The findings in the present study
suggest that nine dietary items (total food, fresh fish and shellfish, salted and dried fish, fresh
vegetables, devil's tongue jelley products, cakes, fruits and beverages, etc., cakes and candies,
alcoholic beverages, sake) and tobacco were positively associated with the SMR and that four

items (barley and other cereals, chicken, dried mushrooms and edible oil) were inversely

associated with the SMR.
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