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Abstract

Tess, the heroine in Tess of the d'Urbervilles, is thought of the most tragical female of other
heroines in Hardy’'s works. Concerning the cause of Tess’s catastrophe, there are two different
parts of tragic factors: one is external factors and the other is inner ones. In this paper I would
like to focus and analyze Tess’s nature, and especially her self-consciousness, because | regard

Tess as 'a tragedy of consciousness’. And it is very interesting to find “the ache of moderism” in
the expression of Tess’s psychological phenomenon in the state of ambivalence. When she is
urged to choose one out of two, it is her sense of sin that decides which is. Therefore Tess's

tragedy of self-consciousness is doomed to end only by her death.
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