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Abstract

This is a study about the treatment of profoundly mentally handicapped adolescents and adults
with severe behavioral problems. Izumiryo a residential institution for mentally disabled, started
as one of the three model institutions in the country, with a special training program for severely
mentally handicapped persons having severe behavioral problems. The program started with four
profoundly mentally handicapped and adolescents adults, of whom three were autistic. For
treatment, a newly—designed TEACCH (Treatment and Education of Autistic and related



Communication handicapped Children) program utilizing the existence of a key—person, a
structural environment and a daily schedule easy to understand wasused. Through this “work
system”, training those handicapped to become acting independently and to see the goals of

their own activities, an individual program was created to rebuild behaviors which can be
admitted in the society. This program started to show results after six months, and now after

one year improvement is still growing.
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