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Abstract

We consider what a desirable home care system for the elderly should be in Japan, in
comparison with the United States. With aging society, the number of elderly persons Who need
medical treatment and heath care in the United States is growing. The shift from institutional
care to home care is promoted by the increase of need and the restraint of medical expenses.
This shift is expected to promote home care in our country as well, because it is useful to
improve the quality of life of elderly persons. In order to cope with the growth of need, the
United States takes measures to introduce private services and establishes the systems to
secure the quality of home care. In Japan measures also should be taken to provide various
services effectively and to reduce the burden of the families. Then we have to establish
cooperation among service providers and introduce private services more effectively in our
country.
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