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Abstract

In order to clarify citizens' cornprehension and attitude toward aged people in Asia and the Pan—
Pacific area, investigations by questionnaire have taken place in the Honshu area of Japan,
Inchon City in South Korea, Delhi City in India, Sao Paulo City in Brazil, Pohnpei Island in the
Federated State of Micronesia. The following results were obtained. Concerning
citizens'comprehension and attitude toward the aged, the current religion or ethical norms (such
as India’s Hinduism or Korea's Confucianism) have strongly influenced them. Differences were
seen among areas and age groups; namely, a majority of middle and older groups in Brazil has
traditional ideas which intend to solve problems of the aged people in their own community, but
younger age groups value modernization of a western style. But, in India, the differences among
the age groups were few. In Brazil, differences were seen between Japanese Brazilians and
Portuguese Brazilians concerning comprehension toward aged people.
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