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Abstract

In this paper, I considered about the role of a speech therapist in an aging society coming soon
Following changes were recognized in the number of the patients during 23 years. 1. The number
of adult patients in recent Il years (1982-1993) were three times than that of adult patients in
the first half 12 years (1970-1981). 2. In first half 12 years, language disorders of the adult
patients were mainly aphasia or dysarthria. But, in recent 11 years, there were senile hearing
loss, dementia and other higher brain function disorders, in addition to aphasia and dysarthria.
These results suggest that speech therapists must make a speech therapy theory and
methodology corresponding to complex symptom by higher brain function disorders. Besides
they suggest that it is necessary to define the speech therapy in national health insurance and
to establish the national license of speech therapist as soon as possible. We must establish the

social systems for the lauguage disorder’s adult patients can live a happy life.
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