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Abstract

The Shadow in the Rose Garden by D. H. Lawrence unfolds its plot with a “secret” affecting a
young honeymoon couple. At first, the wife was able to keep the secert from her husband,
supported by her psychological superiority complex, which makes him anxious, hateful and angry.
As the story develops, the unexpected emergence of her past lover in the Rose Garden, her
sweet memorial place, leads to serious consequences. When she finds him completely changed
into a madman, she confesses her secret to her husband. Shocked not only by her last love
affair but the fact of her past lover's madness, he can’t help her stop her self dissolution. The
process of how the secret comes into the open described effectively from its suggestion to its
leakage is by Lawrence’s skillful construction of the story and his use of a light touch. Especially
his description of the wife without using a proper noun represents Lawrence’s intention to give
generality to her secret. As a result, the “shadow” of the madman has the effect of exposing the
madness itself to the light of day. It may be concluded that the “shadow” is a metaphor for the
madness within ourselves. With such a meaning, The Shadow in the Rose Garden can be
considered as a very symbolical story of high quality.
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