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Abstract

In Possession, which won the Booker Prize, A.S. Byatt presents various types of scholars who
are doing their research either on Randolf Ash or on Christabel Lamotte, fictional Victorian
poets. One day Roland, an unsuccessful research assistant, found two drafts of letters by Ash to
an unknown woman. Roland was possessed by the desire to discover the secret of these letters.
All scholars in the story are possessed in one way or another. Their “possession” and problems
in their attitudes toward their research will be clarified in this paper.
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