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Abstract

In order to examine the cause of regional differences in lung cancer mortality among Japanese

analyses by prefecture of the relationships between both sexes SMR (Standardized Mortality

Ratio) of lung cancer in two periods, 1983-1987 and 1988-1992 and dietary factors (per capita
monthly food consumption of forty—one foods and beverages plus tobacco as an additional

factor) on the six and eleven years before each period of the SMR for forty—seven prefectures
were computed using Pearson’s equation. The correlation coefficients were positively
significant between both sexes SMR in the two periods and seven items (sum of fishes, meats

and vegetables etc., bread, meat, sum of milk and eggs, beef, chicken eggs and coffee), and
between females SMR in the two periods and ten items (total foods, cereals, vegetables, dried
vegetables and sea weeds, non alcoholic beverages, chicken, ham, sausages, dried mushrooms,
and other dried vegetables and sea weeds).
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