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Abstract

Several viewpoints of morphological analysis are discussed, illustrating the median artery. This
artery exists in about 8% of all human adults, as phenomenon or variation. It is, however, very
difficult to prove its formation genetically or mechanically. From the viewpoint of morphogenetic
process, the median artery appears ontogenetically as a secondary branch next to the
interosseous artery at the forearm. Moreover, it is supposed phylogenetically to be a principal
branch even in the adult stage of the ancestor of primates, from the analysis of ontogenetical
changes in Tupaia and comparative anatomy of primates. The functional significances are
inferred in connection with the primate and human evolution. These various viewpoints indicate
various aspects of morphological characters, and the phylogeny should be recognized as their
core. And the primate comparative study is indispensable to the concrete analyses of human
charcteristics.
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