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Abstract

Japanese college students tend to see an English text as a list of sentences. They must be
taught that every text is coherent. There are two ways they can find the coherence :the
bottom—up way of reading and the top—down way of reading. In the bottom—up way of reading,
cohesions, explicit signals of coherence, help them to understand the coherence. In the top—
down way of reading, background knowledge on how English texts are structured helps them to
infer the coherernce. In this paper, both coherence and cohesion are divided into two types, local
and global, and the importance of global coherence/cohesion is stressed in teaching how to find
the coherence.
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