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Abstract

Education for physically weak children has greatly developed in our country since the enactment
of the School Education Law in 1947. Since then school education has been enforced even for
physically weak children who are hospitalized and under medical treatment. However, the
conditions of enforcement depend on individual prefectures. In this study, the origin and the
developmental process of education for physically weak and delicate children in Okayama
Prefecture are surveyed. Religious benefactors, welfare pioneers, charitable organizations,
parents’ associations and teachers have tried to guarantee “children’s fundamental rights” and
have played remarkable roles in the consolidation of the law and in the expansion of educational
opportunities. Teamwork in the fields of education and medical welfare is needed to promote
education for physically weak and delicate children which lags behind other kinds of special
education.
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