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Abstract

Vocational rehabilitation services consisting of evaluation, guidance, training and alike, have been
effective in promoting the employment of those with disabilities in Japan. However, it should be
pointed out that those considered as having “occupationally severe disabilities” have still been

excluded from these traditional services, especially when it involves obtaining and maintaining
their employment without on—going and follow—along support due to the nature of their

disabilities. Since the number of this group has been increasing, current vocational rehabiliation

shoud be reviewed in order to implement better services for integrating them into socieoty as

much as possible, if the concept of the normalization is to be honoured. Hence, the present

situation is clearly defined, and the encompassing of the basic ideas and experiences of the
“supported employment” introduced in the U. S. will induce an improved future status of

vocational rehabilitation in the context of “supported employment”.
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