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Abstract

Considered from the viewpoint of welfare policy, medical care service should be delivered equally
to persons in equal need of medical treatment irrespective of age, status, income level, etc. This
paper offers some methodologies to measure the equity in the delivery of medical care service
among income groups. After a presentation of a theoretical model, which contains a sort of
Lorenz curve of the cumulative proportion of medical care service, Gini's coefficient and
Atkinson measure, the equity in the medical insurance system of Japan is examined as an
empirical study. This paper shows that Japan's system has succeeded in achieving equal
treatment in medical care. This paper also shows that the determination of equity depends on
the value judgement about each individual in the society.
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