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Abstract

This thesis is a pathographical study of Virginia Woolf through her fourth novel, Mrs Dallway. The
novel covers one day, beginning in the morning and ending at the party in the evening. The world
seen by the sane and insane concurrently in this novel was the one Woolf herself faced
throughout her life. Her family had a history of mental disease and she herself suffered from
mental disorder. I' ve chosen to focus on the hatred and hostility between Clarissa and Miss
Kilman, her daughter’'s governess, to reveal Clarissa’'s abnormalities as manifested by the deep
anxiety found in the depths of her being. She is so hypersensitive that she feels anxiety caused
by the split of reality and her psychosis. Clarissa’s experience is similar to Septimus, a
schizophrenic suffering from “depersonalization”. At the same time, however, when she enjoys a
vivid sensation like “the moment of being”, she manages to control her anxiety. These opposing
movements toward insanity and sanity continue throughout the novel until they unite in
Clarissa’s consciousness, when she takes responsibility as a hostess at her party. Woolf's
insight into Clarissa and Miss Kilman is so successful that Mrs Dalloway has become identified
with the coexistence of insanity and sanity.
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