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Abstract

A questionnaire was used to investigate the images held by students in a nursing course about
visiting nurses and in—home patients, before and after they actually practiced visiting nurse care.
The data from 45 respondents were analyzed by factor analysis. With regard to the images of
visiting nurses, three factors emerged:the nurse's innate ability, professionalism and acquired
skills. For in—home patients, four factors emerged: ability to live a full life, loneliness, attitude
towards positive living and loss of vitality. A comparison of the means of factor scores, before
and after the students practiced visiting nurse care, showed significant differences in some
factors. Also, the factor scores were related to the students’ desire to become visiting nurses as
well as their desire to live at home if they should become terminally ill.
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