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Abstract

Since the Meiji era, Japanese nursing was limited to its role as assistants to physicians as
determined by governmental policy. After the end of World War II, under the leadership of the
Allied Forces, the status of nursing was upgraded to a para—_medical profession. However, the

training programs were not entirely satisfactory from a contemporary perspective. With
advances in medical technology, coupled with increases in chronic illnesses, the disabled and

particularly the elderly population, people are demanding a higher quality of nursing care. To meet

the changing needs of society, Japanese nursing must reform its educational system once more.
In reviewing the historical background of nursing in Japan, it is apparent that university based
education plays a central role in developing the profession. Nursing must strengthen both the
scientific and humanitarian bases upon which it practices. Ethical values, scientific inquiry and

clinical skills are best taught in baccalaureate and master’'s programs. Nursing will be better
positioned to meet the challenges and changing needs of health care in the 21st century, not
only in Japan, but also internationally.
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