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Abstract

Japanese civil law stipulates that “A person’s rights begin at birth” which implies that a fetus
has therefore no such rights. Problems may arise if a mature fetus is deprived of its right merely
because birth was delayed. In response to such a possibility there were some attempts to
protect the fetus’ rights by establishing exceptions to the rule. However, it could be said that
these exceptions were not aimed at protecting the fetus itself, but were an attempt to protect a
born child. As it is a fact that the fetus is an entity separate from the mother, even though it is
still in the mother's womb, it is my personal view that the fetus should be granted rights that
protect its financial welfare. If a fetus is injured by an unlawful act or accident, irrespective of
birth, abortive birth or stillbirth, the right to demand compensation for injuries should be
preserved and a legal proxy should be designated more than one legal proxy is desirable.
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