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Abstract

This study was designed to investigate the development of pre—verbal behavior related to
acquisition of word comprehention ability in infants with a developmental language disorder.
Eighteen cases were evaluated by Taguchi's “Scale of Language Development”. First, we studied
the correlation of the scores of the “word comprehension” and each subcategory of the “basic
behavior of language development”. Second, we classified the subjects into contrasting word
comprehension groups : established and unestablished groups. These groups were compared from
the standpoint of pass or fail on each item of the “basic behavior of language development”.
Subsequently, we examined one case (No. 8) who progressed markedly in language development
from the first to the second evaluation. The results were as follows. First, strong correlations
were recognized between the “word comprehension” and the “interpersonal relationship” and
the “symbolic behavior”. Second, thirteen items were selected relating to word comprehension
establishment. Among the thirteen items, six items were supposed to be related to “pointing”,
two items to “imitation” and two items to “symbolic play”. An especially strong statistical
relationship was found between word comprehension establishment and “pointing” and
“imitation”. Case No. 8 progressed in “pointing”, “imitation”, “symbolic play” and word
comprehension simultaneously. These results suggest that such pre—verbal behaviors as
“pointing”, “imitation” and “symbolic play” are strongly related to word comprehension
establishment.
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