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Abstract

The ability to perform auditory lexical decision task was investigated in 20 aphasics according to
characteristics of words and types of aphasia. Also performances in visual lexical decision
making with kana were compared to auditory lexical decision performances. The overall
performance level in making auditory lexical decisions was high, and frequency of use of target
words influenced the performance. Among aphasic types, Wernicke aphasics and transcortical
sensory aphasics made errors in deciding honwords versus words. Broca aphasics and Wernicke
aphasics showed high correct response rates with words, but they showed low correct response
rates with nonwords in auditory lexical decisions. In visual lexical decisions of kana words and
nonwords, their performance was opposite to those for auditory lexical decisions. It is thought
that the phonological forms of words could not be recognized correctly in auditory processing,
and nonwords were not descriminated from words.
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