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Abstract

This study was designed to investigate the comprehension of metaphor in hearing—impaired
children. Subjects were 32 junior and high school students in the school for the deaf. The stimuli
were 3 kinds of metaphor sentences, namely, idioms, perceptual metaphors and conceptual
metaphor sentences. Comprehension was measured by multiple—choice tasks. Receptive
vocabulary age was measured by Picture Vocabulary Test (PVT) using kana characters. The
major findings were as follows : 1) The correct response rate was the highest for idiom
sentences, followed by perceptual metaphors and conceptual metaphors, which was significantly
low. 2) There were no significant differences with regard to school year and hearing level. 3)
There were significant differences between the children who had receptive vocabulary ages over
12 years old and those with receptive vocabulary ages under 12 years old. An 80% correct
response rate was considered to be a good comprehension of metaphor. 4) Literal interpretation
decreased in high school students. From these results, the mechanism of metaphor
comprehension in hearing—impaired children is discussed.
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