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Abstract

The purpose of this paper was to improve existing student clinical practice. A questionnaire
was developed to investigate how practice leaders perceive psychiatric/mental health student
practice and how the practice is actually conducted. The results are as follows:(1) Mental
hospitals have a relatively large number of male student practice leaders and more older nurses
with more years of experience compared to general hospitals. (2) Many leaders are head nurses
who do not have official appointments to be practice leaders and are not given extra pay. (3)
Leaders feel that the teaching practice is not as good as they would like it to be. (4) Leaders feel
that students and their teachers have a bias against mental hospitals and patients. (5) Leaders
feel that the goals set by the schools are too high and are difficult to achieve. However, the
hospitals and leaders are working to improve the practice experience. Nursing school
curriculums were changed in 1997. Psychiatric nursing assumed a more important role in nursing
education. Nursing schools and mental hospitals should collaborate to identify and solve the
problems for improving psychiatric/mental health student practice.
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