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Abstract

In recent years, it has become known that some of pet owners suffer as if they had lost their
close relatives when they lose their pets. The symptoms of pet loss can be serious especially in
elderly people. In the modern industrial society, the aged become removed from productive
activity which results in a lower social status. Their human relationships become unsatisfactory,
and so—called " disengagement” occurs. This phenomenon is an inevitable result of the industrial
society and a clear cut solution is difficult. Communication with pets gives much needed support
to elderly people in such situations. Dogs, for example, are very obedient and trust their owners
implicitly. This is fundamentally differet from actual human relationship. However, the pet owners
get a true relationship that is in accord with the pace of the elderly person. Pets make good
companions that can take the place of relationships with humans.
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