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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to review the development and characteristics of public policy
related to welfare and education for individuals with disabilities which have led to current laws in
the United States. Basically, individuals with disabilities were treated unequally and excluded
from the public administrative service system until the late 1960s and early 1970s when
fundamental federal legislation to ensure rights for persons with disabilties was enacted in
conjnction with the upsurge of the equal opportunity movement. A number of federal legislative
efforts to improve the welfare and education of individuals with disabilities were enacted in the
mid 1970s, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act(IDEA), the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. These landmark federal
legislations were influenced by the ideology and approach for normalization, mainstreaming and
inclusion. This study examined these changes in federal legislation and analyzed the relationships
among the legal requirements of these acts. Additionally, the present state of public policy for
individuals with disabilities are briefly summarized.
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