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Abstract

To clarify the status of patients in a prolonged vegetative state and the psychological state of
their caregivers, an investigation was carried out in Okayama prefecture. The Following results
were obtained. 1. There were 659 patients in a prolonged vegetative state in Okayama
prefecture. Many of them were aged, average age of 68 years and 7 month, and 80.2% of the total
had been admitted to hospitals. 2. About 60% of the cases were due to cerebral vascular
diseases, and 19.8% were from brain damage due to traffic accidents. 3. Only a small nhumber
were being cared for at home for extended periods. This suggests that it is very difficult for
families to give care at home. 4. In cases where a physician had diagnosed the coma as
permanent, 30%— 40% of the families stated that they felt the symptoms of the patients were
changing and occasionally improving. I in such cases recovery or partial recovery. The families
had expectations for this is the same as previous sentence. About 66% of the families replied
that their efforts had been sustaind by a feeling of responsibility as a family member, and 24%
replied it had been sustaind by love for the patients . The families also believed it was meaningful
that the patients be kept alive and their caregiving be continued.
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