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Abstract

This paper reviews 7 cases that address the scope of schools’ duties to provide in school
nursing and other health related services in the United States. The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) assures that all children with disabilities have access to "~ a free
appropriate public education which emphasizes special education and related services designed
to meet their unique needs” (20 U. S. C. § 1400 (c)). In Ceder Rapids Community School
District v. Garret F. (1999), the Supreme Court affirmed the right of all students with disabilities
to attend school when they are medically able to do so, regardless of the nature or extent of the
in—school health related services they may require, as long as those services are not required to
be provided by a physician. The origin of the issue resolved in the Garret F. case can be traced
back to the Tatro case, the Supreme Court’s first review of the IDEA’s ~related services”
provision. The Garret case brings closure to a 15 year old dispute. Throughout this period, courts



have reviewed the IDEA " "medical services exclusion,” the ~ school health services” IDEA
regulation, and the Supreme Court’s decision in the Tatro case. In the future, the issue of
students requiring medical care in school should be examined.
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